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enemy guns which but a few hours before were out-'
shooting him, suddenly experiences a great leap of the
heart and becomes like a lion where before he was but a
hare, so did the Socialists, having before been hopfeless
and wretched, suddenly become self-assertive and
boastful* The most extraordinary hopes were placed in
the General Strike, especially by French Socialists of
the Syndicalist (Georges Sorel) schooL It was not only
to annihilate all objectionable governments with the
least possible trouble, it was also to regenerate and
purify the world*

For a year or two the wildest theories bloomed
luxuriantly; then they were put to the test* In 1910 a
railway strike broke out in France which had almost the
dimensions of a General Strike* It was brought to com-
plete failure by the action of the Minister Briand, who
ordered all the railwaymen to be mobilised into the army*
This curious trick was successful; Briand, so to say,
called out the strikers against themselves* It is, of
course, easy to argue that the workers ought.to have
resisted mobilisation* As a matter of fact, much of the
success of Briand's policy was due to the real surprise of
his tactics, which the workers had not foreseen, and which
they were not quick enough to resist by any counter
move* It would be difficult to repeat the brilliant effect
obtained by Briand in 1910, and although other French
Governments have indeed since then trifled with the
idea, no one has so far ventured to try it again on a great